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Gray’s-Inn, July 13, 1754. 
Prorfus jucundé Scenam produximus illam. Hor, 


Nil admirari prope res eft fola, Nuiici, 
Solaqui que pofit facere et Servare beatum. Hor. 


fm O T to admire, is eftablifhed by Horace 
y@ as the golden Mean to procure Serenity 
and Happinefs, and alio to enfure the 
Tenure of them, when once obtained. 
The fame Precept may be alto enfor- 
ced as the fureft Method to frame a 
well informed Underitanding, and to pre- 
ferve a well directed Judgement. Mr. 
Pope, in his very fenfible Effay on Criticiim, has given this Ob- 
fervation the Sanction of a Maxun ; 





For 
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For Fools admire, but Men of Senfe approve. 


But in the general Mafs of Life, we find fuch a lamentable 
Inanity in the Minds of moft People, and the Grofs of Mankind 
is fo poorly ftocked with Ideas, that there are but few, who, 
in their calm inactive Hours, have a Sufficiency of Matter 
for the Employment of their intellectual Faculties, and thus 
from the Want of an Habit of arranging our Ideas in various 
Combinations, and comparing them in their feveral different 


Relations to each other, the Powers of Judgment lie dormant, 
and the circumfpeét rational Faculty, which fhould form 


Opinions of all Objects for itfelf, indolently gives Place to 
foolifh Amazement and the idle Paffions of Aftonifhment. It 
is obfervable that this Difeafe is not always confined to the un- 
enlightened Part of Mankind, but we may fometimes perceive 
the fame mental Debility take PoffefMon of thofe, whofe Under- 
ftandings have received the Culture of Education, and have 
been very tolerably enlarged by an Intercourfe with Men and 
Books. There are in the Circle of my Acquaintance at prefent, 
at leaft eight or ten Gentiemen of this Clafs, who have Talents 
to write and difcourfe with Eate, who, were they to allow them- 
felves proper Leifure, are capable of difcuffing a Topic in 
Ethics or Literature, and of difpofing their Thoughts in jutt 
Combinations, with Propriety and Strength of Expreffion ; and 
yet in Company fuch afupine Relaxation unftrings the intellec- 
tual Fibres, that they frequently appear Drivelers, who have 
pinned their Faith on the Sleeve of others, and who have loft all 
Power of judging for themfelves. In Confequence of this In- 
activity Ihave known the Management of Converfation to be 
refigned entirely to thoie, who from Habit have acquired a 
Facility of delivering their fuperficial Obfervations, while Men 
of better cultivated Intellectuals feem tamely to receive their 
Didtates, flare at them with an unmeaning Vacuity of Face, 
and liften to their Feftivity with Rapture and Admiration. 


EVERY 
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Every Man, who afpires to the Reputation of a rational 
Being, fhould fix in his Mind fuch Habits of thinking, as 
will at all Times keep him colleéted in himfelf, hinder his 
Thoughts from running a-drift without Guidance or DireGion, 
and will preferve to him the Honour of ating from his own 
inward Impulles, and the Sugceftions of hisown Opinions. There 
flrould be a laudable Pride in every Mind to preferve its own free 
Agency, and maintain an Independency of Underftanding, felf- 
impelled, and felf-dire€ted, awakened into thinking by the Jm- 
preffions, which it receives from its own Ideas, and adopting all 
its Principles and Maxims from the Operations of that Faculty, 
which we underftand by the Term Judgment. A fluggith 
Suppreffion of this mental Power is highly fhameful, and from 
thence arifes the Want of a due intelleétual Elatticity, in Con- 
fequence of which Men are apt to attach themielves to the 
Dictates of others; who have not been fo remifs in the Ufe of 
their thinking Faculties, and then it refults, that upon all To- 
pics in Converfation they are filled with Amazement, Wonder, 
Aftonifhment and Surprize, than which there are not any 
ftronger Marks of a trifling and frivolous Underftanding. 


Thefe Reflections were excited by the Manner in which I 
fpent an Evening not long fince with three Gentlemen, who had 
been long foliciting me with the moft earneft Importunity to 
grant them a Meeting. I never met with any one of them, 
during the Space of fix Weeks, but his firft Queftion was, 
“© Well, my Dear Sir, when fhall we crack a Bottle — You 
At length 
the Place of Rendezvous was fixed, and the Hour of Feftiviry 


? 


“ know it’s a Thing we long for moft impatiently.’ 


was appo'nted. With great Punctuality we met prectfely at 
the Tims, and for my Part, I went with lively Hopes of a piea- 
fant convivial Party, imagining that my Friends wouid come 
together with a fprightly Flow of Spirits, and a great Fund 
of Pleafantry. We were not long in the Room, before the 
Waiter entered, and applying cloicly to my Far, began his 
cuftomary Speech. ‘* J have a fie Girl novo prcafe your Honour , 
“ @ charming Piece, 26% have yoru. 6. 6 63 meiiine ct all to this ; 
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“ I only fhew her to my choice Friends; Squire Maggot forall bave 
“* ber for anew Face, when they are ferved firft.” The Reft of 
the Company rejected this Propofal, left it fhould fpoil Society, 
and accordingly the fenfual Caterer was difmiffed with Orders 
to fend upa frefh Bottle of A/en’s. 


Tuts being fettled, waited for my Friends to open, but per- 
ceiving no Tendency that Way, I-began with an ordinary To- 
pic, by enquiring afterthe Health of Eizabeth Canning. ** There 
‘¢ cannot, faid I, be any great Danger of her Life ; fhe has went 
‘¢ through fo much already, that I think fhe has given fuffi- 
“ cient Proof of the Strength of her Conftitution.”. Upon this 
one of the Gentleman faid, with a Smile, * that’s Humour,” 
and then all three burft into a Peel of Laughter. ‘For my part, 
I did‘not fee the Joke, ** But (continued I,) I fuppofe the Go- 
‘¢ yernment is determined to make her travel in foreign Parts.” 
My Friend pronounced this alfo'to be Humour, and a fecond 
exclaimed, ‘* 2cur a fine young Fellow,” all then joining in a 
general Laugh. I added, that whether fhe is guilty or not, 
it cannot do her any Harm to fee as much as poffible of the 
World. ‘This alio was received with the Marks of Appro- 
bation already mentioned, with this Addition, that the Perfon 
who fat next to me in the Tumult of his Mirth, after civing me 
a vehement Slap on my Shoulder, roared out with a jolly Em 
phafis ‘* Odzoons,” and then proceeded to fhake his Sides for 


near ten Minutes. 


As foon as my Friends recovered themfelves from the 
Convulfions of their Mirth, one of them began ‘* Come Agr. 


‘ Ranger we have drank Girls enough 5 now let us have a Round of 


© Sentiments — Give us vour Sentiment, Sir.’ Tt is poffible that all 
my Readers may not be acquainted with the fafhionable Mean- 
ing of the Term Sentiment; Critics and Writers of Tragedy 
have always intended by the Word, a fhort moral Sentence, cal- 
culated to wa-m the Heart with a Love of Virtue and Principles 


of Honour. But, in the modern Acceptation, it Implies an 


artful Allution to the livetielt of our fenfual Pleafures, on which 
it 
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it has obtained among all Ranks of People, to be extreamly 
pleafant and witty. In Compliance with the Defire of my Com- 
pany, I then gave a moft fafhionable Sentiment; which I no 
fooner delivered than my next Neighbour again exclaimed in 
a Burft of Rapture and Mirth ‘* Odzoons ;” the firft Gentleman 


repeated ‘* Thai?s Humour ;” and the other confirmed his former 
Declaration ‘* You're a fine young Fellow.” 


Arter this I refolved to hold myfelf in a determined Silence, 
not doubting but my convivial Friends would then dart out 
fome Flafhes of Merriment. But it was in vain that I ex- 
pected any Thing from them ; their Looks did not threaten 
the leaft Idea; andIthen found that this Party of Pleafure was 
only defired, that the Gentlemen might fhew their Admiration of 
Ranger, without any Thought on their Side of contributing 
in any Shape to the Circulation of Mirth. By this Time I was 
heartily tired of the Meeting, though were I inclined to Self- 
Approbation, they omitted nothing in their Power to adminifter 
to my Vanity, but with the moft loud and hearty Chuckles, 
they continued to the laft to ring into my Ears the fame Expref- 
fions of Joy and Admiration; I therefore refolved to diffolve the 
Meeting without farther Delay, and I parted from my Friends 
amidft their moft vehement Ejaculations, while the Piazzas 
of Covent-Garden ecchoed into my Ears, ** That’s Humour— 





‘© Youre a fine young Fellow Odzoons,” which, excepting 
now and then fome little Directions to the the Waiter, and fome 
other necefiary Interjections, was abfolutely the Sum total of 
all the Converfe that I heard from thefe three notable Blanks 


in the Creation. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


Bedford-Coffee-Houfe, July 7. 

E are informed here that a new Farce, entitled Prometheus, or 

Human Nature difplayed, is now preparing for the Stage, and 
will be exhibited fome Time in the enfuing Seafon at the Theatre-Royal 
in Covent-Garden. The Plan of this Piece is taken from the French, and 
it is imagined; that, if writing can receive additional Strength from beau- 
tiful Scenery, it will not fail to prove an agreeable Entertainment, as 
both the Eye and the Ear may at once receive their refpective Grati- 
fications. 


Hornfey, July to. 

It is reported that a Treaty of Marriage is on Foot between Mr Thomas 
Luteftring and Mifs Bridget Inkle of Cheap/ide; how the Affair may turn 
out as yet no Conje€ture can be offered, thus much is certain, that it has 
already coft Mr. Lute/fring above five Pounds in Bread and Butter and Tea, 
which we look upon to be a ftrong Proof of his Paffion.: 


Renalagh, July 10. 


Notwithftanding the Severity of the Juftices, this Place continues to 
be the Refort of whatever polite Company remains in Town; the Gar- 
dens flourifh in Elegance, the Canal prefents a refrefhing Surface to the 
Eye, and the Magnificence of the Rotunda fills the Fancy with grateful 


Ideas, even though Mufick is fuppreffed, 


And dies when Dullnefs gives her Mutes the Word, 
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